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Cheltenham High School football team members Mike Barnett and Ken Cropper on the field, in front of the new
lights at the school’s stadium.

Sharkey noted that the busi-
ness owners in Glenside will con-
trol whether such a district will be
implemented and, if so, how the
funds will be used.

“There are a lot of services that
a business district would like to
see, but a municipality can’t pro-
vide. Property owners can come
up with a list of programs that
they would like to see enacted,”
Sharkey said.

“It could be making sure
streets are clean by hiring a com-
pany to sweep up or shovel snow.
Or to get holiday decorations or
flowers. This would be an avenue
for them to get these things ac-
complished.”

While the feasibility study on a
business improvement district
would focus on Glenside, the re-
view of the business retention and
recruitment plan will cover all
five commercial districts in Chel-
tenham. The review is a way of
seeing which programs and incen-
tives have worked in the last 10
years, and which haven’t.

“Clearly after 10 years, it’s
time to review the commercial
district enhancement plan,” Shar-
key said.

Half of the $49,500 that Chel-
tenham will pay Delta is funded
through a grant from the state.

By Kaitlyn Foti
Staff Writer

Business revitalization in
Cheltenham will be studied, fol-
lowing a measure approved at the
Aug. 19 board of commissioners
meeting.

The board passed a resolution
to hire the firm Delta Develop-
ment to both review the 10-year-
old comprehensive plan for busi-
ness recruitment and retention and
study the feasibility of imple-
menting a business improvement
district in Glenside.

“The business improvement
district is something I’ve pushed
for, and I’m happy to get the sup-
port of the board in studying it,”
said Commissioner Drew Shar-
key.

Sharkey said similar improve-
ment districts in Chestnut Hill,
Center City Philadelphia and
West Chester have seen success,
and that the township is working
with Philadelphia already to
create one along Cheltenham
Avenue.

Creating such a district means
implementing a dues system for
business owners in a commercial
district. Then a committee is put
in place to determine how to use
those funds.

Study, review
to focus on
business issues

trict had been trying to get stadium lights installed
since the ’80s. Over the years, there had been prom-
ising developments and letdowns in the process, but
for the upcoming football season, there will be
lights.

“I’ve been after them since before the year 2000.
Some of these kids playing now weren’t even in ju-

By Kaitlyn Foti
Staff Writer

After more than 20 years of darkness, the Chel-
tenham High School football field was awash with
lights for the first time the night of Aug. 11, as the
first test for the new lights proved successful.

A group of advocates throughout the school dis-

Lights to finally shine
at high school stadium Act, which allows freedom of

information and outlines rules
for public comment at meet-
ings. The suit alleges that the
board is under obligation to
allow both Sklaroff and Guz-
zardi to speak on an issue, re-
gardless of pending litigation.

“Last month, Bob Guzzardi
and I were silenced when we
merely wanted to provide per-
ceptions and data, respectively,
regarding the Roslyn Library
issue. I was shocked by this
aloof arrogance from public
servants — people I know —
and, therefore, researched the
Sunshine Law,” Sklaroff said at
the Aug. 13 meeting.

The exchange that took
place at the July 9 meeting
came after Guzzardi was denied
the opportunity to speak, on
grounds that he was not a res-
ident of Abington, and that the
matter he wished to speak on
was under litigation.

Sklaroff, an Abington res-
ident, stood to speak next, ques-

By Kaitlyn Foti
Staff Writer

A lawsuit has spawned from
a dispute between the Abington
Board of Commissioners and
resident Robert Sklaroff at the
July 9 board meeting.

The dispute was over the
board denying both Sklaroff
and Robert Guzzardi, of Ard-
more, an opportunity to speak
on a matter that is currently
under litigation — the eminent
domain taking of the property
at 1180 Easton Road in Roslyn,
where the township plans to
build a new library.

Sklaroff served the lawsuit
to Abington Solicitor Rex
Herder, Jr. at the Aug. 13 board
of commissioners meeting.
Named as defendants are the
Township of Abington, Com-
missioners Carol DiJoseph,
John Carlin, Peggy Myers, Wil-
liam Lynott, Michael O’Connor
and James Ring, as well as So-
licitor Rex Herder.

The suit alleges that the
board violated the Sunshine

Lawsuit alleges
township violated
the Sunshine Act

of North 19th Street, Philadelphia,
was arrested Aug. 8. His prelimi-
nary hearing was continued to
Aug. 27 at the request of his public
defender, Edward Rideout III, who
told District Judge Elizabeth
McHugh that Peterson’s parents
were in the process of obtaining

Anthony Peterson, the man ac-
cused of shooting him around
12:02 a.m. July 10 as he waited to
pick up his sister outside a home in
the 7700 block of Spring Avenue,
where she worked as a caregiver.
Police believe the shots fired at
Brinkley were meant for another
man.

Peterson, 23, of the 3600 block

By Linda Finarelli
Staff Writer

Curtis Brinkley, the NFL run-
ning back shot in Cheltenham in
July, said Aug. 20 he was “feeling
good.”

Brinkley was in district court in
Cheltenham last Thursday for a
preliminary hearing scheduled for

Hearing continued for man
accused of shooting NFL rookie

which made them very happy.”
The cupboard, which has been in the

area for nearly 40 years, serves families
in Abington and in a 10-mile radius of
Abington. Families can call the cup-
board’s hotline to receive bags of food,
specifically put together to match dieta-
ry restrictions and the number and ages
of people in the household.

The volunteers at the cupboard put
together a mix of breakfast, lunch and
dinner items from the shelves of do-

The Friends of the Abington Food Cupboard restock the
shelves during the group’s summer food drive. From left are
Fred Neibauer of Huntingdon Valley; Abington Township
Commissioner Lori Schreiber of Roslyn; Mark Kelliehan of
Willow Grove; Stephen Pashko of Abington; and food drive
coordinator Susan LaDuca of Huntingdon Valley.

the Stamp out Hunger program, the cup-
board receives an influx of donations.

“The rest of the year, they run out.
We have been able to change that by
having food drives at the absolute
most dead times of year. Talk about
the cupboard being dry, where they
usually have lots of food on the
shelves, there was nothing,” said John
Spiegelman, one of the drive’s organ-
izers.

“The 140-plus bags that we brought
in at this time gave them a big boost,

By Kaitlyn Foti
Staff Writer

The Abington Food Cupboard
welcomed donations of more than
140 bags of food during its late
summer food drive Aug. 22.

The group Friends of Abington
Food Cupboard organized the drive
to help the cupboard stock shelves
during a difficult time of year.
Around Thanksgiving and in May,
when the U.S. Postal Service runs

Summer food drive helps fill up cupboard

See Hearing, Page 4 See Lawsuit, Page 4

See Stadium, Page 2

See Food drive, Page 4
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Grand Opening!

AUTO REPAIRS FOR ALL
MAKES AND ALL MODELS

On Monday, August 17th you will have an alternative to high priced dealership service. Buddy’s Corner Garage
offers the same high quality service you would find at a dealership for about a third less for most services, and in
some cases, 50% off or more. We service all makes, all models, domestics, imports, no matter how old or how new.

plus tax and $2.00 disposal fee.
Most cars. Synthetics not included.

plus tax.

One coupon per customer. Coupon has no cash value. Must be presented prior to service
being done. Offer valid thru Sept. 18, 2009.
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behind Sussman Kia across from the Willard Building.
www.buddyscornergarage.com

when in for state inspection

•State-of-the-art diagnostic equipment
•AC Delco replacement parts
•All work is guaranteed
•We accept most major extended warranties, (with prior approval).

OIL CHANGE

$19.95

$9.95

FREE

FREE

FREE

TIRE ROTATION

TIRE ROTATION

AIR
CONDITIONING
performance check

BATTERY
CHECK

1940 Baeder Rd
in Jenkintown

215-887-3500Your car’s best friend!
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Peterson, who appeared in court
Aug. 20, spoke only to confirm to the
judge that his parents were trying to
hire private counsel, as did his parents,
when asked by McHugh.

Peterson has been charged with at-
tempted murder, aggravated assault,
terroristic threats, possessing an in-
strument of crime, carrying a gun
without a license and receiving stolen
property. He is being held without bail
in the Montgomery County Correc-
tional Facility.

he said last week, raising his arm up to
about shoulder height. He said he
planned to fly out to a couple of
games.

“By December I should be able to
get on the football field,” to work with
the team, Brinkley said, and the expec-
tation is that he will be able to join the
team fully by February or March of
next year.

“My spirits are high,” Brinkley
said. “I’ve been through a lot, this isn’t
going to bother me.”

avenues, where police found him, and
he was rushed to Albert Einstein Med-
ical Center, police reports state. Due
to its close proximity to the heart, a
part of one bullet remains in him, the
affidavit says.

A star running back at West Catho-
lic High School and Syracuse Univer-
sity, Brinkley signed as a rookie free
agent with the San Diego Chargers fol-
lowing this year’s draft.

Brinkley is continuing to do thera-
py, particularly for his left shoulder,

to the shooting, according to court
documents. Hinson was going to pick
up Cason from work that night, but she
had asked her brother to get her. As
Brinkley waited outside the house, Pe-
terson allegedly ran out from behind
some bushes and fired three shots at
him at close range, striking him in the
back of his left shoulder and across his
lower back, the affidavit says. The
third bullet missed him.

Brinkley was able to drive to a Su-
noco station at 5th and Cheltenham

Hearing continued for man accused of shooting NFL rookie
n Hearing, from Page 1

private counsel.
Assistant District Attorney John Gra-

del, who is prosecuting the case, said the
commonwealth was objecting to the con-
tinuance, “but understood if [McHugh]
wanted to grant it.”

Peterson, who has a child with
Brinkley’s sister, Niveka Cason, had
allegedly argued with her in a phone
call about her relationship with
another man, Jamal Hinson, just prior

Lawsuit alleges
township violated
the Sunshine Act
n Lawsuit, from Page 1

tioning both grounds Herder
gave to reject Guzzardi’s com-
ments. When Sklaroff moved on
to speak of his own research on
the issue, he too was told that the
matter could not be discussed
because it was under litigation.

“I would advise the board
not to engage in any discussion
with this individual or any res-
ident regarding a matter of
pending litigation, in which the
library remains and certainly
is,” Herder advised the board
during the exchange.

Herder added that the board is
not required, under the Sunshine
Act, to entertain comment on the
matter, because the matter is
neither before the board, nor was
it pending official action. The of-
ficial action on the matter had al-
ready been made.

According to Township
Manager Tom Conway, the em-
inent domain taking of the
property is currently pending
on two legal matters. One ques-
tions the validity of the taking.
A second filing states that the
township should have to take
the whole of the property, not
only the section that will be
used for the library.

Conway said that he saw
nothing improper about Herd-
er’s advice or the board’s refus-
al to entertain comment on the
matter.

“The matter that they wanted
to talk about is in litigation, and
on top of that, we know that Mr.
Sklaroff is on record as at-
tempting to undermine the
process and is in communica-
tion with the other side of the
litigation. The topic was not
listed on our agenda. If it had
been, there is an obligation in
the Sunshine Law to allow
comment,” Conway said.

Sklaroff, however, is alleg-
ing that the board stifled his
freedom of speech on July 9,
and he filed the lawsuit as a
means to prevent it from hap-
pening again.

“The ultimate outcome, after
I did all this research, not with-
standing monetary factors at
all, is hopefully that people will
have an attitude adjustment.
Local government should not
only tolerate but invite people
to give comment,” Sklaroff said
in a recent interview.

According to Herder, the
township has 30 days from the
date the lawsuit was filed, Aug.
14, to file its response.

“It’s great, 140 bags of food is
not bad for a day that is threaten-
ing massive thunderstorms, and a
time of year when pretty much ev-
erybody is down the shore; 140
bags is a decent haul,” Spiegel-
man said.

Food can be donated at Abing-
ton Food Cupboard, 2086 Park-
view Ave., Abington. For more
information, call the cupboard at
215-885-2234.

or tea.
“With regards to that list, you

never need to wait for a food drive
to donate food to the cupboard;
they need it all year-round,” Spie-
gelman said.

The donations brought in by
the Aug. 22 drive helped stock the
shelves for the time being. Organ-
izers Spiegelman, Kathleen Joyce
and Susan LaDuca were happy
with the results.

Summer food drive helps fill up cupboard
n Food drive, from Page 1

nated nonperishable goods. How-
ever, many items go quickly. The
cupboard is always looking for
items such as hot and cold cereal,
pancake mix and syrup, dried or
condensed milk, canned fruits and
meats, peanut butter and jelly,
cans of tuna, mayonnaise, canned
pastas, soups and stews, cookies
and snacks for children and coffee

Carrying bags of food and supplies into the Abington Food Cupboard are, from left, Abington Township Commis-
sioner Lori Schreiber, June Parkinson and John Spiegelman.

Both of Cheltenham
Township’s senior adult
clubs will resume regular
meetings in September.

The LaMott Seniors
will meet on Thursdays at
11 a.m. beginning Sept. 3
at the LaMott Communi-
ty Center, located at Wil-
low and Sycamore ave-
nues in LaMott.

The Rowland Seniors
will meet the first and
third Fridays of each
month at 11 a.m. starting
Sept. 11 at the Rowland
Community Center, lo-
cated at Myrtle and Elm
avenues in Cheltenham.

Club members enjoy a
variety of entertainment
and special events, in-
cluding trips, guest
speakers, games and
more.

Fees are $3 annual dues
plus $1.50 per meeting for
Rowland seniors or $15
annual dues for LaMott
seniors. Both groups al-
ways welcome new
members.

For more information,
call the centers at 215-
379-2233 (Rowland) or
215-635-3255 (LaMott).

Senior
centers
to open
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Peterson, who appeared in court
Aug. 20, spoke only to confirm to the
judge that his parents were trying to
hire private counsel, as did his parents,
when asked by McHugh.

Peterson has been charged with at-
tempted murder, aggravated assault,
terroristic threats, possessing an in-
strument of crime, carrying a gun
without a license and receiving stolen
property. He is being held without bail
in the Montgomery County Correc-
tional Facility.

he said last week, raising his arm up to
about shoulder height. He said he
planned to fly out to a couple of
games.

“By December I should be able to
get on the football field,” to work with
the team, Brinkley said, and the expec-
tation is that he will be able to join the
team fully by February or March of
next year.

“My spirits are high,” Brinkley
said. “I’ve been through a lot, this isn’t
going to bother me.”

avenues, where police found him, and
he was rushed to Albert Einstein Med-
ical Center, police reports state. Due
to its close proximity to the heart, a
part of one bullet remains in him, the
affidavit says.

A star running back at West Catho-
lic High School and Syracuse Univer-
sity, Brinkley signed as a rookie free
agent with the San Diego Chargers fol-
lowing this year’s draft.

Brinkley is continuing to do thera-
py, particularly for his left shoulder,

to the shooting, according to court
documents. Hinson was going to pick
up Cason from work that night, but she
had asked her brother to get her. As
Brinkley waited outside the house, Pe-
terson allegedly ran out from behind
some bushes and fired three shots at
him at close range, striking him in the
back of his left shoulder and across his
lower back, the affidavit says. The
third bullet missed him.

Brinkley was able to drive to a Su-
noco station at 5th and Cheltenham

Hearing continued for man accused of shooting NFL rookie
n Hearing, from Page 1

private counsel.
Assistant District Attorney John Gra-

del, who is prosecuting the case, said the
commonwealth was objecting to the con-
tinuance, “but understood if [McHugh]
wanted to grant it.”

Peterson, who has a child with
Brinkley’s sister, Niveka Cason, had
allegedly argued with her in a phone
call about her relationship with
another man, Jamal Hinson, just prior

Lawsuit alleges
township violated
the Sunshine Act
n Lawsuit, from Page 1

tioning both grounds Herder
gave to reject Guzzardi’s com-
ments. When Sklaroff moved on
to speak of his own research on
the issue, he too was told that the
matter could not be discussed
because it was under litigation.

“I would advise the board
not to engage in any discussion
with this individual or any res-
ident regarding a matter of
pending litigation, in which the
library remains and certainly
is,” Herder advised the board
during the exchange.

Herder added that the board is
not required, under the Sunshine
Act, to entertain comment on the
matter, because the matter is
neither before the board, nor was
it pending official action. The of-
ficial action on the matter had al-
ready been made.

According to Township
Manager Tom Conway, the em-
inent domain taking of the
property is currently pending
on two legal matters. One ques-
tions the validity of the taking.
A second filing states that the
township should have to take
the whole of the property, not
only the section that will be
used for the library.

Conway said that he saw
nothing improper about Herd-
er’s advice or the board’s refus-
al to entertain comment on the
matter.

“The matter that they wanted
to talk about is in litigation, and
on top of that, we know that Mr.
Sklaroff is on record as at-
tempting to undermine the
process and is in communica-
tion with the other side of the
litigation. The topic was not
listed on our agenda. If it had
been, there is an obligation in
the Sunshine Law to allow
comment,” Conway said.

Sklaroff, however, is alleg-
ing that the board stifled his
freedom of speech on July 9,
and he filed the lawsuit as a
means to prevent it from hap-
pening again.

“The ultimate outcome, after
I did all this research, not with-
standing monetary factors at
all, is hopefully that people will
have an attitude adjustment.
Local government should not
only tolerate but invite people
to give comment,” Sklaroff said
in a recent interview.

According to Herder, the
township has 30 days from the
date the lawsuit was filed, Aug.
14, to file its response.

“It’s great, 140 bags of food is
not bad for a day that is threaten-
ing massive thunderstorms, and a
time of year when pretty much ev-
erybody is down the shore; 140
bags is a decent haul,” Spiegel-
man said.

Food can be donated at Abing-
ton Food Cupboard, 2086 Park-
view Ave., Abington. For more
information, call the cupboard at
215-885-2234.

or tea.
“With regards to that list, you

never need to wait for a food drive
to donate food to the cupboard;
they need it all year-round,” Spie-
gelman said.

The donations brought in by
the Aug. 22 drive helped stock the
shelves for the time being. Organ-
izers Spiegelman, Kathleen Joyce
and Susan LaDuca were happy
with the results.

Summer food drive helps fill up cupboard
n Food drive, from Page 1

nated nonperishable goods. How-
ever, many items go quickly. The
cupboard is always looking for
items such as hot and cold cereal,
pancake mix and syrup, dried or
condensed milk, canned fruits and
meats, peanut butter and jelly,
cans of tuna, mayonnaise, canned
pastas, soups and stews, cookies
and snacks for children and coffee

Carrying bags of food and supplies into the Abington Food Cupboard are, from left, Abington Township Commis-
sioner Lori Schreiber, June Parkinson and John Spiegelman.

Both of Cheltenham
Township’s senior adult
clubs will resume regular
meetings in September.

The LaMott Seniors
will meet on Thursdays at
11 a.m. beginning Sept. 3
at the LaMott Communi-
ty Center, located at Wil-
low and Sycamore ave-
nues in LaMott.

The Rowland Seniors
will meet the first and
third Fridays of each
month at 11 a.m. starting
Sept. 11 at the Rowland
Community Center, lo-
cated at Myrtle and Elm
avenues in Cheltenham.

Club members enjoy a
variety of entertainment
and special events, in-
cluding trips, guest
speakers, games and
more.

Fees are $3 annual dues
plus $1.50 per meeting for
Rowland seniors or $15
annual dues for LaMott
seniors. Both groups al-
ways welcome new
members.

For more information,
call the centers at 215-
379-2233 (Rowland) or
215-635-3255 (LaMott).

Senior
centers
to open
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