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ELECTION 2011

money over the past few years because of
being in the minority. Had that not occurred,
I would have been able to raise money and
we would have not started with a financial
deficit. Those things have come back to be
the reason for the victory for the Dem-

thews and Democrat Joe Hoeffel.
There are more Democrats than Republi-

cans [in Montgomery County],” Castor said.
“The first part is this is a Democratic county
and for us to win, we have to turn out a high-
er percentage than they turn out of theirs.
The second is, we started with a million-dol-
lar deficit … We were unable to raise any

By Jenny DeHuff
jdehuff@journalregister.com

For the first time in over a century, Dem-
ocrats have taken the majority of the county
commissioners’ seats in Montgomery.

Democrats Leslie Richards and Josh Sha-
piro claimed victory over their Republican
counterparts Tuesday night.

“We’re extraordinarily proud of our vic-
tory and looking forward to working in a bi-
partisan way to tackle the tough issues
ahead. We’re extremely grateful to the
voters of Montgomery County for the confi-
dence they’ve shown,” Shapiro said.

Richards, who said she is looking for-
ward to some much-needed rest after a hec-
tic campaign season, is eager to meet with
the planning commission in her first few
days in office.

“We’ve been working really hard, been
campaigning on a plan, and knew that if we
could implement it, we would win,” she
said. “I never dreamed of coming in one and
two. It feels really, really good.”

Incumbent Bruce Castor, a Republican,
held the third-highest number of votes as
with 77,114 according to Montgomery
County Voter Services website. He main-
tains his seat on the board of commissioners
but will remain a minority voice. Though a
member of the majority party on the current
board, Castor was the odd man out follow-
ing a power-sharing agreement was made
between Republican Chairman Jim Mat-

Democrats
win control
of county

Chronicle/News staff photo - BOB RAINES

Voters head to the polls at the Meadowbrook School Tuesday morning.

keep their seats.
Ward 11 commissioner-elect John Spie-

gelman, a Democrat, said he was a “ball of
nerves” before hearing that he defeated Re-
publican Diane Misko 707 to 407 votes, ac-

By Luke Harold
lharold@journalregister.com

Four new commissioners will join the Ab-
ington Board of Commissioners to replace in-
cumbents who did not seek re-election. The
four incumbents who sought new terms will

Voters elect four newcomers
to board of commissioners

See Abington, Page 2

See County, Page 3

By Luke Harold
lharold@journalregister.com

The three incumbents seeking re-election for the
Cheltenham Township Board of Commissioners held
their seats after the votes were tallied Tuesday night,
according to unofficial results on Montgomery
County’s website, while newly elected Ward 5 Com-
missioner Daniel Norris will replace Michael J. Swavo-
la, who didn’t seek re-election.

Norris, a Democrat, defeated Republican Mark Sir-
inides 1,016 to 214 votes to win the seat.

“With local politics, if you’re an incumbent and
you’re doing your job, chances are you will win,” said
Ward 3 Commissioner Harvey Portner, re-elected to
serve his ward by 1,262 to 342 votes over Republican
Melanie M. Vallerio.

Ward 7 experienced the closest race, with incum-
bent Republican Charles McKeown narrowly defeat-
ing Democrat Heidi Morein by a tally of 764 to 710
votes.

“It’s disappointing on the Democratic side,” said
Portner, who is also the president of the board of com-
missioners. “But at the same time, Charlie fought the
good fight and he prevailed.”

Morein, a communication professor at Chestnut Hill
College, said she was surprised by the vote.

“I had my ups and downs along the way,”
Morein said, “but by the time the momentum of
Election Day got under way I expected to win.”

Norris, incumbents
win in Cheltenham

since their freshman year at
Muhlenberg, to detail the aftermath
of the collision.

“I didn’t know what to do with
myself,” Johnson said about when
he heard the news, at a time when
doctors estimated Good had a 10
percent chance of living another
day.

But she did survive, and re-
gained consciousness for the first
time two weeks later, he said, al-
though she had no memory and lim-
ited mental capacity. She began

sage of a bill that would ban texting
and driving.

Gov. Tom Corbett is expected to
sign the bill, which was sponsored
by state Sen. Robert Tomlinson, R-
6, of Bucks County, into law pend-
ing a final review. An amendment
in the bill to make texting and driv-
ing a primary offense was spon-
sored by state Rep. Josh Shapiro, D-
153.

Her family’s car approaching the
intersection was Good’s last mem-
ory until months later, she told the
crowd of about 80 students. She de-
ferred to Johnson, her boyfriend

The ensuing collision killed
Good’s mother and father instantly,
and left her in critical condition. She
suffered a partially collapsed lung,
broken feet and brain damage,
among other injuries.

“It completely destroyed my
family, we’re cut in half,” said
Good, who also has a brother.

Good and her fiancé, Steve
Johnson, spoke at Penn State Ab-
ington’s PAWS For Texting event
Nov. 3 to promote their campaign
against distracted driving. Their
stop in Abington coincided with the
state House and Senate’s recent pas-

By Luke Harold
lharold@journalregister.com

After her graduation ceremony
from Muhlenberg College in May
2008, Jacy Good rode along Route
222 in Maidencreek Township with
her parents.

The family’s car approached a
green light at a four-way intersec-
tion about the same time as a trac-
tor-trailer coming from the opposite
direction. Another driver, riding
along the cross-street, didn’t see the
red light because he was talking on
his cellphone.

Couple brings campaign against distracted driving to campus

See Cheltenham, Page 3

See Campaign, Page 3
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Josh Shapiro and Leslie Richards celebrate their election to the Montgomery County Board of Commis-
sioners Nov. 8.

Veterans Day ceremony
to be held at V.F.W.
V.F.W. North Penn Post 676,

2519 Jenkintown Road, Glen-
side, will conduct its annual Vet-
erans Day ceremony at 11 a.m.
Nov. 11.

The event will open with a
presentation by the MGy Sgt
John W. Zaengle Detachment of
the Marine Corps League. The
theme will be humanitarianism in
the military. Speakers for the
event will be Drew Amici, post
service officer, and keynote
speaker state Rep. Josh Shapiro,
D-153.

The Commander’s Award
will be presented by post Com-
mander Tom Hermansen. The
post presents the awards to indi-
viduals for services rendered to
veterans or the community. This
year’s recipients will be Sal Spar-
acio of Riviera Pizza and Restau-
rant, Sam Rizzo, Vincent Cabulis
and Glen Schaffer.

The ceremony will close with
the playing of taps.

Refreshments will be provid-
ed, compliments of V.F.W. Post
676 and there will also be an open
house.


